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Arguments in Favour of Democracy

A democratic government is a better government because it is a more accountable
form of government: Take the example of India and China famines in 1958-1961. While
China was hit badly, India did not fare as badly, despite its economic condition. Reason
for this could be that India responded to the food scarcity in a way that the Chinese
government did not. Here, we see that democracy is better than any other form of
government in responding to the needs of the people.

Democracy improves the quality of decision-making: Democracy is based on
consultation and discussion. A democratic decision always involves many people,
discussions and meetings and they are able to point out possible mistakes in any
decision. This may take time. However, the advantage of taking time over important
decisions is that it reduces the chances of rash or irresponsible decisions.

Democracy provides a method to deal with differences and conflicts: In any society,
people are bound to have differences of opinions and interests. These differences are
particularly more in a country like ours with amazing social diversity. People belong to
different regions, speak different languages, practise different religions and have
different castes. The preferences of one group can clash with those of other groups.
How do we resolve such a conflict? Democracy provides the only peaceful solution to
this problem. In a democracy, no one is a permanent winner or loser. Different groups
can live with one another peacefully.
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